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duplicity ; France was threatening ; the Triple Alliance was running
out, and if trouble broke out between France and Germany before it
was renewed, no one knew what might happen. But Austria and
Italy were both making difficulties, Austria by refusing to guarantee
Italy's ambitions and interests in the Mediterranean, and Italy to pledge
herself to go to war with Russia for Austria's ambitions and interests
in the Balkans. Time was short and the deadlock seemed complete
when Bismarck had one of those inspirations which seemed never to
fail him at critical moments. If only England could be brought in
both parties would be satisfied. Austria would get something far
more valuable than Italian support, and Italy would waive her objec-
tions in return for a British guarantee of her Mediterranean interests.
Only a few months previously Bismarck had told Randolph
Churchill, who had made an impetuous overture for a German
alliance, that British Parliamentary institutions made it impossible for
him to have the same confidential relations with England that he
might have with a Continental Power. He now put all that behind
him and addressed himself directly to the British Ambassador in Berlin
with a demand for British co-operation. When the Ambassador
objected that England would be entering into a coalition against
France, his hand went immediately to his hip-pocket. " If England
persists in withdrawing from all participation in European politics/'
he told the Ambassador, " we shall have no further reason to withhold
our approval of French desires in Egypt or those of Russia in the
Near East, however far they may go." This reported to London had
the desired result. Within the next few days the British and Italian
Governments came together,. and on February 12 exchanged Notes
promising one another " in general and to the extent that circumstances
shall permit mutual support in the Mediterranean in every difference
which may arise between one of them and a third Power." This was
enough for the moment and a week later (Feb. 20, 1887) the second
Treaty of the Triple Alliance was signed.
Salisbury thus, unknown to himself, did Bismarck the enormous
service of enabling him to renew the Triple Alliance. So little
was he aware of die facts that he had gone out of his way to
stipulate that the negotiations should not be directed against Austria,
when in truth the object aimed at was precisely what Austria wanted
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